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1 . WE ARE THUS FAR UNABLE TO THROW FURTHER LIGHT ON THE SPANISH 
AMBASSADOR IN PARIS’ APPROACHES (REPORTED REFTEL) TO THE 
QUAI REGARDING SPAIN AND NATO. (A KNOWLEDGEABLE WORKING-LEVEL 
OFFICER AT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY EXPRESSES IGNORANCE, WHILE 
SUGGESTING THAT SUCH MATTERS ARE SOMETIMES CLOSELY HELD BY HIS 
SUPERIORS.) WE WOULD POINT OUT, HOWEVER, THAT THIS PARTICULAR 
AMBASSADOR, WHILE HE WAS STATIONED IN BRUSSELS, ENJOYED A 
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REPUTATION IN THE MINISTRY IN MADRID FOR ACTING WITHOUT 
INSTRUCTIONS, AND SOMETIMES UNWISELY, ON NATO-RELATED ISSUES. 

2. WE EXPECT TO HAVE ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO EXCHANGE 
VIEWS SOON WITH THE SPANISH GOVT OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH SUCH 
MATTERS, IN PART THROUGH THE RECENTLY ESTABLISHED AD HOC 
COMMITTEE ON COORDINATION WITH NATO, WHICH HAS NOT YET MET. 

3. OF POSSIBLE INTEREST IN THIS RESPECT IS THE VERY WAFFLED 
STATEMENT BY FRENCH DEFENSE MINISTER BOURGES TO MADRID NEWS 
MAGAZINE "CAMBIO 16" AT THE TIME OF THE VISIT OF THE SPANISH 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT FOR DEFENSE MATTERS TO FRANCE THE LATTER 
PART OF FEBRUARY (INFORMAL TRANSLATION FROM THE SPANISH): 

"QUESTION: WHAT IS YOUR VIEW, MR. MINISTER, ON THE POSSIBLE 
PARTICIPATION OF SPAIN IN NATO? 

RESPONSE: FRANCE HAS ALWAYS BEEN OF THE OPINION THAT SPAIN IS 
IPSO FACTO A PART OF THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT AND THAT ITS PLACE 
IS IN THE HEART OF EUROPEAN NATIONS. THE PROBLEM OF ITS INCOR- 
PORATION INTO NATO IS, ABOVE ALL, A SPANISH PROBLEM, AND IT 
IS NOT FOR ME TO SPEAK TO IT. SPAIN HAS VARIOUS POSSIBILITIES, 

BUT I WOULD INSIST THAT THE CHOICE OF ONE OR ANOTHER DOES 
NOT DEPEND ON THE VIEW OF THE FRENCH GOVT. FRANCE, FOR ITS 
PART. IS A MEMBER OF THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE BUT WITHOUT 
INTEGRATING ITS MILITARY ORGANIZATION IN NATO, WE VIEW WITH 
CONSIDERABLE SYMPATHY THE INTEGRATION OF SPAIN IN THE EUROPEAN 
SECURITY SYSTEM. IN OUR VIEW, ITS COLLABORATION IS ESSENTIAL. 

THE MERE FACT THAT THERE EXIST VERY CAPABLE SPANISH ARMED 
FORCES REPRESENTS IN ITSELF A CONTRIBUTION WHICH WE HAVE 
ALREADY RECOGNIZED IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS.” 
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THE MINISTER WENT ON TO SUGGEST, IN ANSWER TO FURTHER QUESTION, 

THAT SPANISH MEMBERSHIP IN NATO WOULD NOT AFFECT BILATERAL COOPERA- 
TION WITH FRANCE ANY MORE THAN IT DID WITH GERMANY OR ENGLAND. 

NOR NEED IT AFFECT SPAIN'S FUTURE CHOICE OF ARMAMENT. HE 
LOOKED FORWARD. AFTER HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH THE FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT FOR DEFENSE MATTERS OF SPAIN (GUTIERREZ MET .1 .ADO) 

TO EXPANDING ON A PRAGMATIC BASIS BILATERAL MIT, IT ARY COOPERATION, 
INCLUDING ARMS PRODUCTION. 

4. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED TO KNOW WHAT MAY LIE BEHIND 
REFTEL, THAT IN LIGHT OF FRANCO-SPANISH LIAISON ON NATO 
MATTERS, SPANISH INTEREST IN NATO MEMBERSHIP MAY WANE.EATON 
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